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| NTRODUCT| ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
Social Welfare reducing his food stanps. The issue is whether
the Departnent's decision is in accord with the pertinent
regul ati ons considering a recent increase in the petitioner's

nmont hly i ncone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

The facts are not in dispute. Effective January 1, 1993,
the petitioner's social security benefits increased from
$330. 30 to $340.20 per month. This resulted in a decrease
(effective February 1, 1993) in the petitioner's food stanps
from $191 to $186 per nonth. The petitioner does not dispute
that the Departnent correctly determ ned his inconme and
cal cul ated his food stanp benefits based on existing
regul ati ons and procedures. His appeal is based on his
di sagreenent with the federal policy that, in effect, offsets
cost of living increases in social security with deductions in

food stanps.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.
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REASONS
As noted above, the petitioner does not dispute that the

decision in his case is in accord with the pertinent
regul ations. See Food Stanp Manual > 273.9. Therefore, the

Board is bound by law to affirmthat decision.® 3 V.S.A >

3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No. 19.
#H##

At the hearing (held on February 5, 1993) the hearing
officer infornmed the petitioner that although he believes that
the petitioner's argunent is well taken, because the food stanp
regul ati ons are based on federal statutes, only the U S.
Congress is enpowered to nake the changes the petitioner seeks.



